
   FACT S  about Piedmont’s Housing Element 
 

 

FACT: Adopting an updated Housing 
Element IS NOT OPTIONAL.  
The State of California requires all cities to  
update their Housing Element every 8 years to 
accommodate their assigned Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA).  
 
The updated Housing Element must receive 
certification from the State.   

 

FACT: Putting the draft Housing 
Element to the voters as a ballot 
initiative would diminish—not 
enhance—local control.  
Voting on the Housing Element would not 
eliminate any requirement for Piedmont to 
comply with State law.  
 
Failure to adopt an updated Housing Element 
by the State mandated deadline could result in 
harsh and costly fines and could limit 
Piedmont’s authority over future local land use 
decisions.  

 

FACT: The City Charter does not 
require a vote on the type of zoning 
changes proposed in the draft 
Housing Element.  
Piedmont’s City Charter (Sec 9.01) gives the 
City Council authority over the General Plan, 
which includes the Housing Element. Adding 
uses or changing densities to existing zones 
does not require voter approval.  

 

FACT: The Housing Element does not 
require Piedmont to build 587 units 
of new housing.  
The Housing Element only plans for the 
CAPACITY for development of new housing. It 
does not require the actual development or 
construction of those housing units.  

FACT: The City government itself would 
not build housing.  
Any development being planned in the Housing 
Element would be carried out by individual 
property owners and private developers.  

 
FACT: Affordable housing is less 
than half of the City’s allocation.  
Piedmont’s allocation includes 257 affordable 
(low and very low income) units, 92 moderate 
income units, and 238 above moderate income 
units, for a total of 587.    

 

FACT: The City cannot reduce its 
RHNA allocation or otherwise get out 
of updating its Housing Element. 
Piedmont submitted seven letters to the 
Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) 
articulating concerns about the 6th cycle 
housing allocations. Due in part to these 
actions, our mandate is 50% less than many 
comparable cities.  

The period for appeals is over. If the City had 
appealed to ABAG, we would have risked 
increasing our numbers. All appeals to ABAG 
were rejected except for one that involved an 
incorrect jurisdictional boundary. 

 

FACT: The Draft Housing Element DOES 
NOT include “high-density” apartment 
buildings throughout Piedmont.  
The current draft does not propose allowing 
apartment buildings in single-family areas, 
which comprise about 86% of land in 
Piedmont.  
 
The draft proposes increasing allowed density 
only in existing commercial/mixed use areas, 
public facilities, and multifamily zones, as well 
as for houses of worship building on their own 
property. 


